
April 2014 

 
 
Proposed Silica Rule Mini-

Seminar 
Plan to attend the Safety/

Environmental Mini-Seminar 

that will precede the April chap-

ter meeting.  We will be learning 

about and discussing  the pro-

posed Silica standard.  Find the 

registration form on the follow-

ing pages. 
 

May Meeting 
Don’t miss the Past Chairman’s 

meeting on May 12th! 
 

2014 Regional 
The Tennessee Chapter will host 

the 2014 Southeast Regional in 

Chattanooga on April 23—25.  It 

will be held at The Chatta-

noogan Hotel in Chattanooga, 

TN.  See the registration form in 

the following pages, or at 

www.afs-tn.org.  
 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers will be needed to 

judge the April student casting 

competition.  If you are interest-

ed, please contact Jeremy Mow-

ry at jmowry@american-
usa.com 

April Meeting 
Chris Norch 

Denison Industries 
 

Chris Norch is the President of Denison Industries in Den-

ison, Texas.  He is also the current AFS Vice President and is 

on the AFS Silica Task Force.   
 

Chris has served as an AFS National Board Member from 

2007 - 2011 and served as the AFS Government Affairs Com-

mittee Chairman from 2009 - 2011.  At this year’s Casting 

Congress, Norch will receive the  William Frismuth Alumi-

num Foundryman of the Year Award.  He was awarded the 

2013 Jack f. Steele Excellence in Marketing Award and the 

2011 AFS Keating Founders’ Freedom Award for outstand-

ing service in the field of government affairs. 
 
 

April 14, 2014 
Board Meeting - 5pm 

Social Time - 6pm 
Dinner - 6:30 pm 

Hyatt Regency - Wynfrey Hotel 

 

OSHA’s Proposed Silica Standard Mini-Seminar 
April 14th at 1pm. 

Registration begins at 12:30pm 
 

Speakers: 
Edwin Foulke, Jr. - Fisher & Phillips Attorneys at Law 

 
Amanda McKenney - Terracon Consultants, Inc. 

 
Keith Richmond - American Cast Iron Pipe Co. 

 
 

Please register prior to the event - See Inside for Registration form. 



From the Desk of the Chapter Chairman... 

Donnie Hoffman 
 
2013—2014 Chapter Chairman 

Hello Birmingham Chapter! 
 
Birmingham AFS offers many fine events and activities and 

Monday the 10th was no exception!  The seminar on induction 

melting, refractories, and alloy recovery was outstanding!  I 

would like to thank our speakers Ken Copi of Elkem Materials, 

Inc., Stephen Lee of Capital Refractories, and Bill Bush of Porter 

Warner.  A special thanks also to Jerry Holcombe of Reno Re-

fractories, and Todd Lyles of Specialty Foundry Products for tak-

ing part in an excellent panel discussion.  Thank every one of 

you who were able to attend.  We had over 35 in attendance for 

the seminar and 79 for dinner. 
 
Matt Liptak of Elkem Materials, Inc., gave a great presentation  

on ferrosilicon alloys.  It was very interesting to learn how and 

where FeSi comes from and the costs associated with it.   
 
Please plan to join us for our next meeting April 14th for 

“Student Night”.  I look forward to this year’s student casting 

competition!  Be sure to register before April 10, 2014.  It is im-

portant to come out and support our student chapters. 
 
The Regional is nearly here!  Make plans now to attend the 81st 

AFS Southeastern Regional Conference.  This year’s Regional, 

entitled Pathway To Progress:  Casting The Future, will be held 

April 23rd through the 25th, 2014 at The Chattanoogan Hotel in 

historic Chattanooga, TN.  Please visit www.afs-tn.org for more 

information. 
 
I hope to see you all back at the Wynfrey! 
 
Thank you! 



In the News 
 Callie Olsak (daughter of Jarek Olsak, past chairman) and her team made 

complex tin castings for heat sinks to generate electricity in their science pro-

ject.  They won second place at the Regional science fair and are headed to 

State competition.  They plan to remake the castings in aluminum with the 

help of UAB engineering students.  One of the guys on the team is the grand-

son of Teddy Gilmer, formerly of ACIPCO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Congratulations to Grede - Bessemer and Grede - Selma for receiving the 

2013 AFS Metalcasting Safe Year Award. 
 
 The 118th Metalcasting Congress will begin on April 8, 2014. 
 
 The AFS Southeast Regional Conference will be held in Chattanooga, TN on 

April 23, 2014. 
 



AFS Birmingham Past 

Chairmen 1936 L.N. Shannon 
1937 R.R. Deas 
1938 C.B. Saunders 
1939 R.C. Harrell 
1940 W.O. McMahan 
1941 J.A. Bowers 
1942 E.A. Thomas 
1943 W. Carson Adams 
1944 Joe T. Gilbert 
1945 J.A. Woody 
1946 T.H. Benners 
1947 W.E. Jones 
1948 J.T. MacKenzie 
1949 C.P. Caldwell 
1950 M.L. Hawkins 
1951 C.K. Donoho 
1952 Fred K. Brown 
1953 B.W. Worthington 
1954 E.E. Pollard 
1955 A.J. Frutchl 
1956 John Drenning 
1957 Sam F. Carter, Jr. 
1958 Maurice D. Neptune 
1959 J.R. Cardwell 
1960 Ernest Finch 
1961 Aubrey Garrison 
1962 Wesley Estes 
1963 George Hairston 
1964 Lloyd McNeil 
1965 W.B. Clow 
1965 Ralph Petersen 
1966 Jack H. Marsh 
1967 Lester A. Hogan 
1968 Albert H. Smith 
1969 Gerald F. Wilkes 
1970 John Vernon Waddy 
1971 Charles H. Eason 
1972 William H. Huffaker 
1973 Al H. Turner 

1975 John Fisher 
1976 Hugh Sims Jr. 
1977 Jay Gurganus 
1978 Ben Dunning 
1979 Don Hubbard 
1980 Buck Barnhart 
1981 Eugene Langner 
1982 Hugh Weeks 
1983 Al Moss 
1984 Ralph Lyles 
1985 Glenn Gardner 
1986 Jim Strickland 
1987 Ed Lambert 
1988 Arthur Edge 
1989 Michael Sexton 
1990 Larry Haisten 
1991 Phil Duke 
1992 Charlie Jones 
1993 Terry Capps 
1994 Ron Kern 
1995 Tom Walton 
1996 John Clay 
1997 Tommy Horton 
1998 Tom Surtees  
1999 Peter Reich 
2000 Jerry Holcombe 
2001 Joel Dew 
2002 Jim Frost 
2003 Todd Lyles 
2004 Jeff Fowler 
2005 Jarek Olszak 
2006 Mike Petrus 
2007 Kevin Crawford 
2008 Brian Floyd 
2009 John Kersh 
2010 Mark Cotton 
2011 David Hughes 
2012 Ed Boyd 
2013 Donnie Hoffman 

A Rich Heritage 
A Promising Legacy 



Southeast Region 

Area News 
 

 

  

Piedmont Chapter 2013-2014 Meeting Schedule 
 
September 25—26, 2013 Charlotte, NC  Energy Conservation 
       Charlotte Pipe / Donald McLain 
 
November 20—21, 2013 Greenwood, SC Melt Process Control 
       Baldor Dodge Gear Products Plant— 
       Greenville, SC 
 
January 29—30, 2014  Pineville, NC  New Technologies 
       Conbraco Pageland  
 
March 26— 27, 2014

Tennessee Chapter 2013-2014 Meeting Schedule 
 

 Meeting Dates – Location: Mt. Vernon 
 

Sept. 9th – Speaker:  Mike Selz, Charlotte Pipe (AFS Past Chairman) 
Oct. 7th  

Nov. 4th   -  Speaker:  Tommy Elkins (Safety and Safety Programs) 
Dec. 9th – Regular Meeting (no party) 

Jan. 6th 
Feb. 3rd 
Mar. 3rd  

April 23-25 – Southeast Regional Conf. (no meeting) 
June – Golf Tournament 



2013—2014 Birmingham Chapter Officers 
Chairman    Donnie Hoffman 
     Bert Smith & Associates 
     (205)621-3630 
     donniehoffman@hotmail.com 
 
1st Vice Chairman  Molly Cameron 
     American Cast Iron Pipe Co. 
     (205) 488-7386 
     mcameron@american-usa.com 
 
2nd Vice Chairman  Rick Walsh 
     Hubbell Power Systems 
     (205) 702-3127 
     rdwalsh@hubell.com 
      
Secretary    Sherry Alexander 
     S&B Industrial Minerals NA 
     (205) 296-7674 
     s.alexander@sandb.com 
 
Treasurer    Diane Kirkley 
     Vulcan Engineering 
     (205) 663-0732 
     kirkleyd@vulcangroup.com 
 
Directors (Expiring 2014) 
  Randolph Fowler     Jeremy Mowry 
  American Cast Iron Pipe Co.   American Cast Iron Pipe Co. 
 
  Jack Shea      Ed Boyd, Sr. 
  Research Solvents & Chemicals  Goldens’ Foundry 
 
Directors (Expiring 2015) 
  Ken Murphy     Phil Storey 
  American Cast Iron Pipe Co.   Grede—Columbiana 
 
      Jamey Reynolds 
      Grede 
 
Directors (Expiring 2016) 
  John Boyd   Bill Bush   Sandy Pierce 
  Goldens’ Foundry  Porter Warner  EMSCO 
          



AFS Birmingham Financial Contributors 
Listed are those who have contributed to the Birmingham Chapter of AFS for the 2013-2014 year. 

We would like to thank all those who have donated time and/or resources. 
 Platinum Level 

$350 or more 

Kerlin Metallurgical, Inc. 
Laempe Reich 
Vulcan Engineering 
R. Conner Warren 
S&B Industrial Minerals North America 
Harry H. Reich Co., Inc. 
Specialty Foundry Products 
Grede—Columbiana, AL 
The CoreRoom 
Southeastern Foundry Products 
Henschel Andromat Inc. 
Inductotherm Corp. 
Rex Heat Treat—Alabama, Inc. 
ABP Induction, LLC 
Dixie Labels & Systems 
HA-International, LLC 
Supreme Cores of the Carolinas, Inc. 
Goldens’ Foundry and Machine Company 
Porter Warner Industries 
ABC Coke Division of Drummond Co., Inc 
MetalTech Systems / GK 
Hickman, Williams & Company 
Foseco 
Bert Smith & Associates, LLC 
Pangborn Corporation 
American Cast Iron Pipe Company 
American Colloid Company 
(AMCOL) 
Leco Corporation 
EC&S (Electric Controls & Systems, 
Inc.) 

Any and all contributions are greatly appreciated, as is your sup-
port of the Birmingham Chapter! 

 
Please send your contribution to: 

American Foundry Society 
Birmingham Chapter 

c/o Vulcan Engineering Co. 
Attn: Ms. Diane Kirkley 

Post Office Box 307 
Helena, AL 35080 

 
AFS Birmingham is solely operated by volunteer support & com-

pany donations. Your participation, both financial & willingness to 
serve, is greatly appreciated. 

Gold Level 
$275 to $349 
Southern Alloy Corporation 
Laurel Machine & Foundry Co. 
Buck NonFerrous Metals 
The C.L Dews & Sons Foundry & 

Machinery Co., Inc 

Silver Level 
$274 or Less 
DS&D cast Solutions, Inc. 
Pinson Valley Heat Treating Co., Inc. 
SCRAM, Inc. 
Foundry Supply Group, Inc. 
Lee Brass 
B&L Information Systems, Inc. 
Franklin Iron Works, Inc. 

U. S. Pipe and Foundry Co., LLC 
EMSCO, Inc. 
Walter Energy, Inc. 
Reno Refractories, Inc. 
Unimin Corporation 
Ajax Tocco 



  2013-2014 Meeting Schedule  
Date   Event   Location  Tentative Speaker 
Sat, August 24, 2013   Picnic &   Mountain View   
    Golf Outing  Golf 
Mon, September 9, 2013 Regular Meeting  Anniston  Bob Smith, President— 
           Lee Brass 
Mon, October 14, 2013  Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  George Houghton, Senior   
          Engineer—Carbide Industries 
Mon, November 11, 2013 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  Sharon Lovoy—”Generations in 

          the Workplace” 
Mon, December 16, 2013 Christmas Party  Wynfrey Hotel 
Mon, January 13, 2014  Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  Bob Zeeb, VP Operations— 
          U.S. Pipe 
Mon, February 10, 2014  Regular Meeting Meridian, MS  Dr. Rachel Abrahams - Eglin AFB 
Mon, March 10, 2014  Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  Chris Lisso—Elkem 
    Refractory Seminar  
 
Mon, April 14, 2014  Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  Chris Norch - Denison Industries / 

    Silica Std. Seminar    Student Casting Comp. 
 
Mon, May 12, 2014  Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel  Past Chairman & Awards 

      
Regular Meeting Schedule: 

    Meeting Place: Wynfrey Hotel, Birmingham, AL 
    5:00pm Board Meeting 
    6:00pm Meeting Registration & Social Hour 
    6:30pm Dinner & Technical Presentation 

Opportunities 
 
Foundry in a Box is needing volunteers to introduce our industry to young 

people.  If you are interested in volunteering at any of the events listed be-

low, please contact Ken Murphy at kmurphy@american-usa.com or 205-617

-1515. 
  
 
 -  April 3 Hayes K-8 School Career Day  9am—12:30pm 
 
 -  May 1 Trace Crossings Elementary Career Day 8:30am - 11am 
 
 



 

OSHA’S PROPOSED 
SILICA STANDARD 
WHAT IS IT AND HOW CAN YOU 
PREPARE? 
April 14, 2014 
1pm – 5pm 

Hyatt Regency – The Wynfrey Hotel (Birmingham, AL) 

$40 – Includes cost of dinner for the Monthly Meeting afterward 

 
  

 

 

Edwin Foulke, Jr.   
Fisher & Phillips      
Attorneys at Law 

f 

 

Amanda McKenney 
Senior Staff Industrial 

Hygienist                          
Terracon Consultants, Inc 

 

Dinner Speaker:  
Chris Norch      

President Denison Industries 
Co-Chair AFS Silica Task 

Force                                                 
AFS National Vice President 

 

 

TO REGISTER: 
Send form to Molly 

Cameron 

mcameron@american-
usa.com 

Fax:  205-488-7196    

Phone:  205-488-7386 

Registration 
Company:  ________________________________ 

Please list all planning to attend and if they plan to stay for the Dinner Meeting 

    Name           E-mail                                     Dinner 

1.  ___________________       ____________________            

2. ____________________      ____________________ 

3.  ___________________       ____________________            

4   ___________________       ____________________            



ADVOCATE. EDUCATE. INNOVATE.
www.afsinc.org

2014

PATHWAY TO PROGRESS: 
CASTING THE FUTURE

81st AFS Southeastern Regional Conference

REGISTRATION- AFS Southeastern Regional Conference – “Pathway to Progress” April 23-25, 2014
The Chattanoogan Hotel , 1201 South Broad Street, Chattanooga, Tn 37402
Phone (800) 619-0018 or www.chattanooganhotel.com Click on groups and then enter Group ID # 49324
Room rate $135.00 (available 4/21 thru 4/27) Room Block available at this rate until April 2, 2014

Wednesday- April 23rd
11:00 AM- Golf Event; Signal Mountain Golf & Country Club
5:30 PM- Evening Hospitality Event for all Registered Attendees and Spouse/Guest

Thursday- April 24th
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM- AM Presentations, Lunch, PM Presentations
           Improving Leadership, Communication, Strategic Planning, Teamwork, and Education
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM- Spouse/ Guest Program
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM - Evening Hospitality Event for all Registered Attendees and Spouse/Guest – Southern Belle River Boat

Friday- April 25th 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM – Plant Tour- TBA
6:00 PM – Baseball Game – Chattanooga Lookouts vs. Birmingham Barons

Saturday- April 26th 
9:00 AM  –  National Corn Bread Festival & Lodge Foundry Tour in Historic South Pittsburg, TN.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Session Attendee Name(s):______________________________________   E-mail:                                                                 

Company:___________________________________________________  Phone:                                                            

Spouse/Guest Name:_______________________________(not attending Technical Sessions)

General Session Registration   $265.00 x _______=_______                    Presenter- check here__________

Late (after 4/4) Registration    $315.00 x_______=_______

Spouse Guest Registration       $130.00 x_______=_______

Golf Registration                        $90.00 x _______=_______

Golf Requested Pairing with________________________________________________________

Please mail this Registration Form and Check made payable to “AFS Tennessee Chapter” to:

Karen Dunegan (Dune4of5@aol.com) at Eureka Foundry, P.O Box 6039, Chattanooga, TN 37401

By April 4, 2014. THANK YOU for supporting AFS  Southeast Regional.

              Attending Ball Game Check Here: ______
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