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AFS  
Birmingham 

The Wynfrey Hotel-
Birmingham, AL 

Board Meeting - 5:00 p.m. 

Social Time - 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner - 6:30 p.m. 

Cost of Dinner is $30.00 
 

You may make your 
reservation requests at… 

 

(205) 661-0206 ext. 23 
or via the Internet at 

www.afsbirmingham.org 
 

Make your reservations 

before 12:00 noon on 

January 8th. 
 

Be sure to leave your name 
when making your reservation. 

 
Please visit our chapter website or the 

AFS National website frequently to get 

the latest chapter and national info… 

www.afsbirmingham.org 
or 

www.afsinc.org 

January 11th 

Meeting Topic: 

ACIPCO - 105 Years 

of the Golden Rule 

 

Van Richey has served as President 
and CEO of American Cast Iron Pipe 
Company (ACIPCO) since 1989.  
Founded over 100 years ago, 
ACIPCO is a diversified manufacturer 
of industrial and capital goods. 
 
A source of great pride to Mr. Richey, 
and all ACIPCO employees, is that 
ACIPCO has been recognized on 
eight occasions as one of the “Best 
100 Companies to Work for in Amer-
ica.”  He believes this accolade further 
personifies the Golden Rule philoso-
phy advocated by ACIPCO’s founder, 
John J. Eagan. 
 
His civic and community activities 
include the Business Council of Ala-
bama (past Chairman) and the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet at The University of 
Alabama; serves on the Boards of The 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Health Systems; University of Ala-
bama Health Services Foundation; 
Leadership Alabama (past Chairman); 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Birmingham (past Chairman); Bir-
mingham Business Alliance; Alabama 
Iron & Steel Council;  Newcomen 
Society of Alabama; The Boy Scouts 
of America; Leadership Birmingham; 
Inroads; Salvation Army; Alabama 
Partnership for Children (past Chair-
man); and Alabama Department of 
Archives and History.  He is a mem-
ber of the Alabama Children’s Policy 
Council and a trustee for the Alabama 
Council on Economic Education.  Mr. 
Richey is a member of the Alabama 
Academy of Honor. 

Upcoming Events  
 

February Meeting: Foundry  
Finance 101—Knowing Your 

Foundry’s Costs 
 

March Meeting: ENERGY 
SUMMIT: Practical Solutions 
for the Foundry: Kent Peaslee, 
F. Kenneth Iverson Steelmaking 
Chair Curators Teaching Prof. 
& Assoc. Chair-Undergrad. 
Materials Science & Engineer-
ing Department Missouri S&T 
(formerly Univ. of Missouri-
Rolla) 

 
April Meeting: AFS Student 

Casting Competition Featuring 
Entries from University of Ala-
bama; University of Alabama-
Birmingham, Mississippi State 

University 
 

May Meeting: Annual Business 
Meeting Past Chairman’s Night 
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From the CHAPTER CHAIRMAN... 

I want to thank everyone that made it out to the AFS Birmingham an-
nual Christmas party. We had over 90 members, guests, and significant  
others in attendance. The Alabama Blues Brothers were energetic and  
very entertaining. Thanks to all who were a part of bringing the party 
arrangements together. I hope everyone had fun and enjoyed a wonder-
ful holiday season. I would also like to thank everyone that donated 
toys and/or cash to the Toys-For-Tots program. We collected over $200 
in donations and a truck load of  toys and games for needy children in 
the Birmingham area. Your kind contributions were sure to make a dif-
ference to the children this Christmas. 
 
We have a lot of great things coming up in 2010. Our January meeting   
will feature ACIPCO's president and CEO Van Richey. So make your   
reservations now and mark your calendar for January 11th. We also 
have  the Southeast Regional coming up in February so be sure to keep 
that in mind. 
 
In the year 2009, we as individuals and companies have faced many   
challenges due to the economy and business climate. Here's hoping 
that 2010 will ring in a change for the better. Happy New Year and see 
you at the Wynfrey on January 11th.  
 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!!!!! 
 
John Kersh 
Chairman 

Chapter Chairman 

Mr. John Kersh  
American Cast Iron Pipe 
Tel. (205) 325-8183 
jkersh@acipco.com 

 

1st Vice Chairman 

Mr. Mark Cotton          
FOSECO Metallurgical  
Tel. (770) 380-3335  
markcoton@mindspring.com 
 
2nd Vice Chairman 

Mr. David Hughes 
McWane Cast Iron Pipe Company 
Tel. (205) 241-4210 
david.hughes@mcwanepipe.com 
 
Secretary 

Mr. Donnie Hoffman 
Bert Smith & Associates 
Tel. (205) 621-3630 
donniehoffman@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer 

Ms. Diane Kirkley 
Vulcan Engineering 
Tel. (205) 663-0732 
kirkleyd@vulcangroup.com 
 
Directors (Term Expires 2010) 

Mr. Ed Boyd, Sr. 
Golden’s Foundry & Machine  
 
Ms. April Pitts 
Nucor Steel Tuscaloosa 
 
Mr. David Jackson 
W. J. Bullock 
       
Mr. Brian Floyd 
Citation Columbiana 
 
Directors (Term Expires 2011) 

Ms. Sandy Pierce 
EMSCO 
 
Mr. David Drake 
American Cast Iron Pipe Company 
 
Mr. Mel Ostrander 
Rex Heat Treat 
 
Directors (Term Expires 2012) 
Mr. Jerry Holcombe 
Reno Refractories 
 
Ms. Amy Berry 
ALACAD 
 
Mr. Joe Puckett 
U.S. Pipe  
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AFS Birmingham Financial Contributors 

P l a t i num   L eve lP l a t i num   L eve l

(in order of receipt of funds) 

Laempe Reich 
Reno Refractories, Inc. 

Southern Alloy Corporation 
Riverside Refractories, Inc. 

Levand Steel & Supply Corporation 
Carbide Industries, LLC 

Perry Supply, Inc. 
EMSCO, Inc. 

Dauber Company, Inc. 
Wheelabrator Group 

Southeastern Foundry Products 
American Cast Iron Pipe Company 

ABP Induction 
PPM Consultants 

Vulcan Engineering Co. 
Disa industries Inc. 

S & B Industrial minerals North America 
Specialty Foundry Products 

Birmingham Hot Metal Coatings 
Cast Products, Inc. 

Pangborn 
Alabama Cad/Cam, Inc. 

Bert Smith & Associates, LLC 
Larpen Metallurgical Services 

Foseco 
Supreme Cores of the Carolinas, Inc. 

Kerlin Metallurgical, Inc. 
Mueller Co. – Albertville Division 

The Mouat Company, Inc. 

The C. L. Dews & Sons Foundry & Ma-
chinery Co., Inc. 

Joe H. Smith. Co., Ltd 

Go ld   L e ve lGo l d   L e ve l

Tecpro corporation 
T. Morris Hackney (personal) 

Aplus Pattern & Mold 
W. J. Bullock - Incorporated 
Tyco Fire & Building Prod-

ucts 
United Refractories Co. 

Lee Brass 
Ervin Industries, Inc. 

Tampa Brass & Aluminum 
Corp. 

S i l v e r   L e ve lS i l v e r   L e ve l

AFS Birmingham is solely operated by volunteer support & company donations. 

Your participation, both financially & willingness to serve is greatly appreciated. 

Please send your contribution to: 
American Foundry Society 

Birmingham Chapter 

c/o  Vulcan Engineering Co. 
Attn:  Ms. Diane Kirkley 

Post Office Box 307 
Helena, Alabama  35080 

ACIPCO 
ALABAMA COPPER & BRONZE 

BIRMINGHAM HOT METAL COATINGS 
CAST PRODUCTS 

CITATION COLUMBIANA 
CORE METALS GROUP 

EC&S 
EMSCO 
FOSECO 

FOUNDRY SUPPLY GROUP 
HA INTERNATIONAL 

Tee  Box  Sponso r sTee  Box  Sponso r s
HARRY H. REICH COMPANY 

Laempe+Reich 
LEVAND STEEL & SUPPLY 

METAL TECH 
PERRY SUPPLY 

PORTER WARNER 
RENO REFRACTORIES 

SCRAM 
SPECIALTY FOUNDRY PRODUCTS 

VANTAGE TOOL 
VULCAN ENGINEERING 



For Much More Information 

Visit Our Website: 

www.afsbirmingham.org 
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To: 

2010 AFS Birmingham Meeting Schedule  
 

Monday, January 11, 2010 Regular Meeting Wynfrey 
Monday, February 1, 2010 Regular Meeting Wynfrey 
Monday, March 8, 2010 Regular Meeting Wynfrey 
Friday, April 12, 2010 Student Night  Wynfrey 
Monday, May 10, 2010 Awards Night Wynfrey 
 
 Regular Meeting Schedule: 
 Meeting Place: Wynfrey Hotel, Birmingham, AL 
 5:00pm - Board Meeting 
 6:00pm - Meeting Registration & Social Hour 
 6:30pm - Dinner & Technical Presentation 

Mark Cotton 

Foseco 

20200 Sheldon Rd 

Cleveland, OH 44142 


